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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Arnended): A method of providing a subscription computing service 
to a subscriber computing system, comprising: 

initiating the subscription computing service based on subscription computing 
information , wherein subscription computing: information identifies services to be 
provided to a subscriber, ajid wherein the services to be provided to the subscriber are 
identified in a semce agreement : 

determining if one or more spare resources are available by requesting system 
operation information from the subscriber computing system; 

allocating a portion of the one or more spare resources if one or more spare 
resources are available; and 

issuing an instiiiction to the subscriber computing system to perfonn at least one 
operation using the allocated portion of the one or more spare resources to tliereby 
provide the subscription computing service based on the subscription computing 
information. 

2. (Original): The method of claim 1 , further comprising receiving a command from 
a human operator to initiate the subscription computijig service, wherein the $tep$ of 
determining, allocating and issuing are performed in response to receiving tlie command 
to initiate the subscription computing service. 

3- (Previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein the subscription 
computing information is maintained in a subscription services database. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original): The method of claiin 1 , wherein the subscriber computing system 
includes a plurality of subscribe!- computing devices, and wherein determining if one or 
more spare resources are available in the subscriber computing system includes 
requesting operating information from the plurality of subscriber computing devices. 
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6. (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the one or ixiore spare resources 
includes one or more storage devices, and wherein the at least one operation includes 
wilting data to at least one hidden partition of the one or more storage devices. 

I. (Original): The method of claim 1 , further comprising storing information 
identifying the allocation of the portion of the one or more spare resources and the at least 
one operation. 

8. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more spare resources 
includes at least one of spare data storage and spare computation cycles. 

9. (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the subscriber computing system 
includes a plurality of subscriber computing devices and whei-ein the subscription, 
computing service is data backup from a first subscriber computing device of the 
plurality of subscriber computing devices to a second subscriber computing device of the 
p lurality of subscriber computing devices. 

1 0. (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one operation includes 
reading data fi-om a computing system of another subscriber and writing the data to the 
portion of the one or more spare resources. 

II , (Original): The metl^od of claim 10, wherein the at least one operation further 
i^ncludes encrypting the data prior to writing the data to th e portion of th e one or more 
spare resources. 

12. (Original): The method of claun 1, wherein the at least one operation includes 
sending work from a computing $ystem of another subscriber to the on e or more spare 
resources. 
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1 3. (Original): Tlie inethod of claim 1, wherein the subscriber computing system 
includes a first subscriber computing system and a second subscriber computing system, 
wberein the first subscriber computing system is operated by a first subscriber and the 
second computing system is operated by a second subscriber different fi:om the first 
subscriber, and wherein the subscription computing service includes at least one of 
backing up data from the first subscriber computing system to one or more spare 
resources of the second subscriber computing system and sending work from the first 
subscriber computing system to one or more spare resources of the second subscriber 
computing system. 

14. (Currently Amended): A method of pi-oviding a subscription computiug service 
to a subscriber computing system, comprising: 

initiating tlie subscription computing service based on subscription computing 
informatio n, wherein subscription computing information identifies services to be 
provided to a subscriber, atid wherein the services to be provided to the subscriber are 
identified in a service agreement : 

determining if a resource of a subscriber computing device is underutilized by 
requesting system operation information from the subscriber computing system; and 

issuing an instruction to the subscriber computing device to perform at least one 
subscription computing service operation ^sing the resource if the resource is determined 
to be unde^-utilized, to thereby provide the subscription computing service based on the 
subscripfion computing information. 

15. (Original): The method of claim 14, further comprising receiving a command 
from a human operator to initiate the subscription computing service, wherein the steps of 
deteiTnining and issuing are performed in response to receiving the command to initiate 
the subscription computing service. 

16. (Previously presented); The method of claim 14, wherein the subscription 
computing information is iTiaintained in a subscription services database. 
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17. (Canceled) 

IS- (Original): The method of claim 14, wherein the subscriber computing systeni 
includes a plurality of subscriber computing devices, and wherein determining if a 
resource of a subscriber computing device in the subscriber computing system is 
underuti lized includes requesting operating information from the plurality of subscriber 
computing devices. 

19. (Original): The method of claim 14, wherein the resource is a storage device, and 
wherein the at least one subscription computing service operation includes writing data to 
at least one hidden partition of the storage device, 

20- (Original): The method of claim 14, further comprising storing information 
identifying the resource and the at least one operation. 

21 . (Original): The method of claim 1 4, wherein the resource includes at least one of 
Sparc data storage and spare computation cycles. 

22. (Original): The method of claim 14, wherein the subscriber computing system 
includes a plurality of subscriber computing devices and wherein the subscription 
computing sei-vicc is data backup from a source subscriber computing device of the 
plurality of subscriber computing devices to the subscriber computing device. 

23. (Original): The method of claim 14, wherein the at least one subscription 
computing service operation includes reading data from a computing system of another 
subscriber and writing the data to the portion of the one or more spare resources, 

24. (Original): The method of claim 23, wherein the at least one subscription 
computing service operation further includes encrypting the data prior to writing the data 
to the portion of the one or more spare resourccs- 
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25. (OrigincOl): The tnetlTiod of claim 1 4, wherein the at least one subscription 
computing service operation includes sending work from a computing system of anoUicr 
subscriber to the subscriber computing device, 

26. (Cunrcntly Amended): An apparatus for providing a subscription computing 
service to a subscriber computing system, comprising: 

a controller, and 

a memory coupled to the controller, wherein the controller initiates the 
subscription computing service based on subscription computing inform ation^whercin 
subscription comnuting information identi fies services to be provided to a subscriber, and 
wherein the services to be provided to the subscri ber are identified in a service 
agreement , determines if one or more spare resources are available by requesting system 
operation information from the subscriber computing system, allocates a portion of the 
one or more spare rcsowces if one or more spare resources are available, and issues an 
instruction to the subscriber computing system to perform at least one operation using the 
allocated portion of the one or more spare resources, based on instructions stored in the 
memory, to tliereby provide the subscription computing service based on the subscription 
comp uting inform ation, 

27. (Original); The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the controller receives a command 
fi'om a human operator to initiate the subscription computing service, and wherein the 
controller determines if one or more spare resources are available, allocates a portion o f 
the one or more spare resources, and issues an instruction to the subscriber computing 
system in response to receiving the command to initiate the subscription computing 
service. 

28. (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the subscription 
computing information is maintained in a subscription services database. 

29. (Canceled) 
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30. (Original): The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the subscriber computing systena 
includes a plurality of subscriber computing devices, and wherein, the controller 
determines if one or more spare resources arc available in the subscriber computing 
system by requesting operating infoiniation from the plurality of subscriber computing 
devices. 

3 1 . (Original): The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the one or more spare resources 
includes one or more storage devices, and wherein the at least one operation includes 
writing data to at least one hidden partition of the one or more storage devices. 

32. (Original): The apparatus of claim 26, further comprising a storage device 
coupled to the controller, wherein the storage device stores information identifying tlie 
allocation of the portion of the one or more spare resources and the at least one operation. 

33. (Origiual): The apparatus of claim 26, whcreii:i the one or more spare resources 
includes at least one of spare data storage and spare computation cycles. 

34. (Original): The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the subscriber computing system 
includes a plurality of subscriber computing devices and wherein tlie subscription 
computing semce is data backup fi-om a first subscriber computing device of the 
plurality of subscriber computing devices to a second subscriber computing device of the 
plurality of subscriber computing devices. 

35 . (Original): The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the at least one operation includes 
reading data from a computing system of another subscriber and writing the data to the 
portion of the one or more spare resources. 

36. (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 35, wherein the at least one 
operation further includes encrypting the data prior to writing the data to tlie portion of 
the one or more spare resources. 
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37. (Origina)): The apparatus of claim 26, whereb the at least one operation includes 
sending work from a coinpatiiig system of another subscriber to tlie one or more spare 
resources. 

38. (Original): The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the subscriber computing system, 
includes a first subscriber computing system and a second subscriber computing system, 
wherein die first subscriber computing system, is operated by a first subscriber and the 
second computing system is operated by a second subscriber different from tJ:ie first 
subscriber, and wherein the subscription computuig service includes at least one of 
backing up data from the first subscriber computing system to one or more spare 
resources of the second subscriber computing system and sending work from the first 
subscriber computing system to one or more spare resources of the second subscriber 
computing system. 

39. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for providing a subscription computing 
service to a subscriber computing system, comprising: 

a controller, and 

a memory coupled to the controller, wherein the controller initiates the 
subscription computing service based on subscription computing information, whecptn 
subscription comnuting infomiation identifies services to be •provided to a subscriber, and 
wherein the services to be provided to the subscriber are identified in a service 
agreement , determines if a resource of a subscriber computing device is underutilized by 
requesting system operation information fh)m the subscriber computing system and 
issues an instruction to the subscriber computing device to perfoj-m at least one 
subscription computing service operation using the resource if the resource is determined 
to be luiderutilized, based on instructions stored in the memory, to thereby provide the 
subscription computing service based on the subscription computing infonnation, 

40. (Original): The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the controller receives a command 
from a human operator to initiate tlie subscription computing service, and wherein the 
controller determines if a resource of a subscriber computing device in the subscriber 

Page 8 of 20 
Bantzct al. - 09/851,645 



PAGE 10/22 * RCVD AT 6/28/2005 4: 1 8:06 PM [Eastern Daylight Tim^^ 



06/28/2005 15:20 9723857766 



YEE & ASSOCIATES, PC 



PAGE 11 



computing system is imdemtilized and issues aa instniction to the subscriber computing 
device in response to receiving the command to .ijijtiate tlie subscription computmg 
service. 

41 . (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 39, wherein ttie subscription 
computing information i$ maintained iii a subscription services database. 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Original): The apparatus of claim 39, vvberein the subscriber computing system 
includes a plurality of subscriber computing devices, and wherein the controller 
determines if a resource of a subscriber computing device in the subscriber computing 
system is underutilized by requesting operating information from the plurality of 
subscriber computing dcvices. 

44. (Original): The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the resource i$ a storage device, 
and wherein the at least one subscription computing service operation includes writing 
data to at least one hidden partition of the storage device. 

45. (Original): Tlie apparatus of claim 39, farther comprising a storage device 
coupled to the controller, wherein the storage device stores information identifying tlie 
resource and the at least one operation. 

46. (Original): The apparatus of claim 39> wherein the resource includes at least one 
of Sparc data storage and spare computation cycles. 

47. (Original): The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the subscriber computing system 
includes a plurality of subscriber computing devices and wherein the subscription 
computing sei^ice is data backup from a source subscriber computing device of the 
plurality of subscriber computing devices to the subscriber computing device. 
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48. (Original): The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the at least one subscription 
computing service operation includes reading data from a computing system of another 
subscriber and writing the data to the portion of the one or more spare resources. 

49. (Original): The apparatus of claim 48, wherein the at least one subscription 
computing service operation further includes encrypting the data prior to writing tide data 
to the portion of the one or more spare resources. 

50. (Original): The apparatus of claim 39» wherein the at least one subscription 
computing service operation includes sending work from a computing system of another 
subscriber to the subscriber computing device. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended): A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for providing a subscription computing service to a subscriber computing 
system, comprising: 

instructions for initiating the subscription computing service based on 
subscription computing infonnatio n. wherein subscription comnuting information 
identifies services to be provided to a subscriber, and wherein the services to be provided 
to the subscriber are identified in a service agreement : 

instructions for determining if one or more spare resomces are available by 
requesting system operation information from the subscriber computing system; 

instructions for allocating a portion of the one or more spare resources if one or 
more spare resources are available; and 

instructions for issuing an instniction to the subscriber computing system to 
perform at least one operation using the allocated poition of the one or more spare 
resources to thereby provide the subscription computing service ba^ed on the subscription 
computing information. 
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52. (Currently Amended): A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for providijig a subscription computing service to a subscriber computing 
system, comprising: 

instructions for initiating the subscription computing service based on 
subscription computing information , wherein subscription computing infonTiation. 
identifies services to be nrovided to a subscriben and wherein the services to be provided 
to the subscriber are identified in a sei"vice ag:reemerit : 

instructions for deteraiining if a resource of ii subscriber computing device is 
undcnitilized by requesting system opei'ation infomation from the subscriber computing 
system; and 

instructions for issuing an instruction to the subscriber computing device to 
perform at least one subscription computing service operation using the resource if the 
resource is determined to be underutilized^ to thereby provide the subscription computing 
service based on the subscription computing information. 
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